Become part
of excellence
S T U D I E S AT O U L U U N I V E R S I T Y O F A P P L I E D S C I E N C E S , F I N L A N D

2018

Time table for admission 2018
9–24
Jan

Application period.
Deadline for applications is 24 January 3 pm Finnish time.

7
Feb

Deadline of documents 3 pm Finnish time

Mar

Invitations to entrance examination in the beginning of March

Mar

Entrance examination outside Finland in March

Apr

Entrance examination in Finland in April

28
Jun

The results of the student selection at the latest

10
Jul

Copy of the final diploma of accepted students graduating in the spring of the application.
The original documents will be checked from all accepted students once the studies have
begun.

August

Studies begin
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Do what you love –
Study in Oulu!
Oulu University of Applied Sciences (Oulu UAS) is one of Finland’s most attractive
universities of applied sciences. Located over 600 kilometres north of Helsinki, the Oulu
region is one of the fastest growing areas in the country.

The Capital of Northern Scandinavia
Oulu University of Applied Sciences (Oulu UAS)
is one of Finland’s most attractive universities of
applied sciences. Located over 600 kilometres
north of Helsinki, the Oulu region is one of the
fastest growing areas in the country. Just one
hour flight from Helsinki and train connection
that takes you straight to the city centre make
sure that city of Oulu has an easy access from
Southern Finland. With its 200,000 inhabitants,
the region is a major centre of innovative high
tech industries, academia, science, services
and culture. It is no wonder that the city is
often referred as the capital city of Northern
Scandinavia.

Excellent study and teaching facilities with a
wide variety of free time activities and beautiful
nature, make Oulu and its surroundings a
vibrant and interesting destination for students,
lecturers and experts, both from Finland and
abroad. Only few hours from exotic Lapland and
hiking possibilities make Oulu an excellent place
for nature-lover. Daily bus connections to one of
the biggest ski resorts in Finland, Ruka, during
the winter season make it possible for everyone
to enjoy snowy slopes and ski routes.

4 :: STUDIES AT OULU UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED SCIENCES

Make air not war
The world´s best air guitarists have gathered to Oulu ever
since 1996 to celebrate the message of the world peace.
Photo: Juuso Haarala / The Air Guitar World Championships
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Varied studies
Over 9,000 students, including over 240
international degree students, and a total of 800
teachers and other staff members ensure that
Oulu University of Applied Sciences is a vital and
innovative place to study.
Studies at Oulu UAS are working life oriented
combining theoretical studies with professional
skills.
Oulu UAS educates highly valued professionals
for the needs of working life in Finland and
internationally.
The length of the Bachelor’s studies varies from
3.5 years to 4 years, depending of the degree
programme in question. Each student will have a
personal study plan, which will help to facilitate
student guidance and the progress of the studies.

All our Bachelor’s degree programmes are on
EQF (European Quality Framework and Other
Learning) level 6.

The field of technology
The city of Oulu has been chosen among 10 most
innovative cities in the world for several times in a
row. Often referred as ‘a silicon valley of Europe’,
Oulu is highly known for its ICT – technology
and - innovations. This can also be seen in the
field of technology at the school of Engineering.
Students are able to apply for LAB studies, which
have been developed to educate experts to game
and cloud services. Several study projects are
carried out in close connection with working life.
This enable students to form relationships to
companies and the personnel already during their
studies – a great asset when entering a working
life.

Did you know?
The Finnish education system has been ranked among world’s best educational systems (the
Learning Curve, Pearsons).
Oulu has historically been nationally recognized for its schools and several Finnish presidents
have started their educational path in Oulu, including Mr Martti Ahtisaari who also won a Nobel
peace prize in 2008. Oulu UAS is proud to continue this legacy of education.
Oulu has wide range of ICT expertise and therefore has been named among seven most
intelligent communities in the wold by the Intelligent Community Forum in a several years a row.
In 2017 analysts form Macquarie Bank outlined Oulu among 13 regions in the world, which have
developed into hubs attracting the smartest people to work in different areas of cutting edge
technology.
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The field of business and information
management
The field of Business and Information
Management is one of our most popular field
of studies. The field attracts hundreds of
Finnish and international students every year
and hundreds of exchange students from all
over the world ensure that campus has its
own international vibe. All real life projects and
close connections to working life make sure
that graduates have best assets to compete
at the working life.

Do it in doubles
Both of our Bachelor’s degree programmes
offer the opportunity to our students to
apply to a Double Degree programme at
our partner institutions. Depending of the
degree programme you are studying at, you

can choose your study destination between
Germany, Ireland or California. In Double
Degree programme students spent part of
their studies in partner institutions and will
receive a degree diploma from both higher
education institutions once their graduate from
Oulu UAS.
If you find Double Degree programme too
demanding, there are also plenty of other
exchange programmes available just for
you. Agreements with our several partner
institutions in Europe, Asia or USA insure that
no matter which destination you choose it will
be perfect for you and your studies.
If your focus is to make international career
whether it is Finland or abroad, you can begin
your path by doing your practical training
period abroad. It doesn’t matter if you have
already been in exchange you can do both the
exchange and international practical training –
the world is your oyster!
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Campus life
Studies at Oulu UAS take place on three
campuses all close to the city centre and within
walking distance of each other. All campuses
have their own libraries, which have a good
variety of course books for students to lent.
Cafeterias and restaurants are also located
on all campuses and with the student union
membership card (27 €/Academic year) you are
entitled to have a student priced lunch at one
of the restaurants. With only 1€ / lunch you can
have a warm meal, a drink, slice of bread and
side salad.
All students have access to up-to-date computer
equipment and fast wireless connection is
available on all three campuses. The campuses
really have everything the student might need
during the day of studies.

Accommodation

Scholarships and tuition fees
There is a scholarship of 4000€ available for
non-EU/EEA applicants. The scholarship is
meant to help tuition paying students with their
tuition fee of 8000€ per academic year. Our
students are our priority and therefore also our
scholarship system is designed to encourage
students to proceed in their studies. Students
who receive 55 ECTS credits during the
academic year can apply for the scholarship.
The scholarships are applied and received
retrospectively, which means that the
scholarship for the first academic year is
applied and received in the spring term of first
academic year.
In our scholarship system, we want to award
students for their hard work.
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Student accommodation in Oulu is available either
on the private housing market or in the student
halls of residence. Most Finnish and international
students live in student housing provided by
Student Housing Foundation of Northern Finland
(www.psoas.fi).
Inexpensive self-catering student accommodation
in single rooms is usually offered in the student
halls of residence. Most of the rooms have a
communal kitchenette, a toilet and a shower. The
price of accommodation varies depending on the
type of the accommodation. The monthly rent for
a room in a student hostel or dormitory is around
EUR 150 to 250, for a one-room flat EUR 240 to
420.
Students apply the housing by themselves once
they’ve been accepted in student selection
and the further information is delivered in the
acceptance letter.
This guide is designed to help you with the
application practicalities when applying to the
English degree programmes at Oulu UAS.

Here you can find the full introductions of
our English degree programmes and insights
to student life as well as general admission
requirements and timetables.

Student union and student life
The Student Union of the Oulu University of
Applied Sciences (OSAKO) is an organisation
devoted to representing the interests of OUAS
students and providing them with various
services.

With the student union membership card you can
get a student discount from various places incl.
restaurants, shops, public transportation, sports
events, museums etc.
In addition to looking after the interests of
students, OSAKO organises various events and
happenings aimed at students in the evenings
and weekends. Student parties and trips are very
popular and definitely worth participating in or
how would you feel about seeing polar bears in
Ranua Zoo or visiting Santa Claus in Polar Circle?
There is always something going on in Oulu.
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Oulu UAS
offers good
opportunities
for business life
Text: Marjo Sormunen Photos: Anne Aho

Hungarian Tamas Zsakovics studies International Business at the Oulu
University of Applied Sciences. He thinks that Oulu UAS offers good
opportunities for business students. So it is no wonder that you can often
find Tamas in the Business Kitchen which is the entrepreneurship hub of the
university.
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It was not always clear for Tamas what he
would do in his life. After middle school he
started to study education and psychology at
university. But after studying for two years he
realized it was not what he wanted to do.
– I began to have a clear picture of what I
wanted to do with myself. I wanted to study
abroad. I had visited Finland many times
because my father works there. So I decided
to study in Finland. The city of Oulu was my
first choice because it has soul.
Tamas chose to study in the degree
programme in International Business.
– International business was something that
really moved me. I am interested in being
international and I like to work with people
from different cultures. I think that studying
business gives you good opportunities for
life.
Tamas praises the Business Kitchen which is
the universities’ entrepreneurship hub formed
by the University of Oulu and University of
Applied Sciences. In the Business Kitchen you
can for example develop your business idea
into an actual product or service.

The Business Kitchen was established in
2012 stemming from the common goal of the
universities and the city of Oulu to support the
creation of new business, business growth
and internationalization as the economy hit a
rough spot.
Tamas has been working with a group of his
friends in the Business Kitchen. They have
been creating a concept which is related to
game industry.
– I think the Business Kitchen is essential
for business students. You form good
connections and networks for the future. You
learn a lot about business and people in the
Business Kitchen can help you develop your
own business.

Upcoming game industry
The other thing that Oulu UAS provides is the
LABs. Three different LABs are unique training
and development programmes available for
students of Oulu UAS. Learning is based
on studying and working in interdisciplinary
projects, targeting the development of
products, services and start-ups.

International business was
something that really moved me.
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In the future I want to create my
own business. Maybe something
related to the game industry.

Tamas is obviously interested in the Oulu
Game LAB and he has already visited it.
The Game LAB focuses on the creation of
multidisciplinary teams to build prototypes,
products and then start-ups targeting the
global games industry.
Tamas feels at home in Oulu – and not just
because his girlfriend is from there. He thinks
that the northern part of Finland is very
different form the southern part – it is more
connected to nature. Also the atmosphere
at the Oulu UAS is good and people are
openminded.
– In the future I want to create my own
business. Maybe something related to the
game industry which is a huge upcoming
business. And Oulu has good connections to
the game industry which is good for me.
– Oulu is the Nordic Silicon Valley. There are
a plenty of startups here and if you want
to be among those startups I think you can
succeed pretty easily. It is all up to you!
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Degree Programme in
International Business
Would you like to have an exciting career either in Finland or internationally? If yes, the
Degree programme in International Business is your choice.
The degree programme has been designed to
meet the requirements of internationally oriented
small and medium-sized enterprises and is
carried out entirely in English. Degree programme
in International Business, or DIB as we call it,
is intended for both Finnish and international
students wishing to seek interesting career paths

in innovative international business, sales and
marketing, management or entrepreneurship.
The programme emphasises interaction within a
multicultural learning environment encouraging
initiative, interaction and innovation, which will
grow the ability of graduates to assess the

January 9 - January 24, 2018

Date of entrance exam in Finland

Duration o
f st

Application period

u

Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA)
die

5 years
s: 3 .

90 ECTS

Professional studies

210

ECTS credits

11 April 2018

Beginning of studies

15 ECTS

60 ECTS

Free-choice studies

Basic studies

autumn 2018

15 ECTS

Bachelor’s thesis




Language of instruction: English
Tuition fee: 8 000 € per academic year, scholarship available
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30 ECTS

Practical training

differences between national, organisational and
occupational cultures. You learn by participating
lectures and discussions, doing group works,
keeping presentations, taking part in different
projects and case studies and visiting companies.
The learning environment also consists of
e-learning elements. Many of the courses are
delivered in co-operation with visiting lecturers
from foreign partner universities. The close
co-operation with working life makes it possible
for students to put the theory they have learn at
lectures into practise. Studies include practical
training, which enables students to network with
working life in Finland and abroad.

Study Contents – the skills that will help
you to achieve your dream
The programme focuses on developing
various skills required in the field of innovative
international business providing the ability to work
in international environment. You will learn how
to draft international sales and marketing plans
and how to implement, co-ordinate and control
them. The knowledge of how to create, develop
and maintain the profitable customer relationships
will enhance your value in labour market. The
programme also includes international marketing
management, which enables you to conduct
analyses, international market surveys and
formulate market-entry strategies. Courses in IT,
HRM, management and accounting are important
part of the degree programme and will deepen
your understanding in corporate administration.
The graduates adopt an approach that is based
on demand and user oriented innovativeness,
which make it possible for them to work in project
duties with innovative, initiative-oriented and
developmental approach.

studies. Go-To-Market plans, that our students
designed for the companies such as Dorent Ltd,
Oikian Ltd or Uros Ltd, allowed them to show their
skills to company representatives. Based on the
research results and plans, students were able to
give their recommendations to market entries in
different countries.
To enhance their knowledge of organising an
international conference, our students have
actively helped local company Printocent to
organize international seminars.
At Oulu UAS you will not just take part in the
lectures but you will be able to use your skills and
knowledge already during the studies.

International professionals
The programme allows versatile
career opportunities both in Finland
and internationally. Usually the
graduates make their careers in the
areas such as International sales and
marketing, customer services, sales
and office assignments, personnel
administration, finance, marketing
design and implementation or
international trade import and export.
The working title could be one of the
following:

Account Manager
Marketing Managers and Assistance
Marketing Co-ordinators
Customer Service Agents
Sales Managers and Negotiators

Learn by doing
Big part of the international business studies are
real life projects that students do to local and
international companies as part of their course

Purchasing Managers
Entrepreneur
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Passion for
technology
changed the
career path
Text and photo: Marjo Sormunen

Erika Loman thought first that she would be a translator. She moved from
Russia to Japan where she spent around three years studying Japanese.
However, her passion for technology won and she decided to change her
career path. Now she is studying IT at the Oulu UAS.
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– I have always had interest in computers
and various gadgets. Finland being one of the
happiest countries in the world and a place
of origin of unbreakable phones and the most
popular open-source operating system Linux
– seemed like a great choice for me as an IT
student.
Erika chose Oulu in particular because it
boasts the title of “The Silicon Valley of
Europe” and the city is booming with tech and
non-tech startups.
– I had a preference for Oulu UAS because of
its more practical and hands-on approach and
the unique opportunity to participate in one
of the three LABs that university has to offer
was a deciding factor.

The Sports Pass keeps you
occupied
Erika thinks that being a student at the Oulu
UAS is super convenient. Her top favourites
are self-service at the library and the ability
to reserve books online from all Oulu
universities, incredible cheap but delicious
food and the Sports Pass.
– With the Sports Pass there is enough
activities to keep you occupied throughout
the whole year. I got into Archery and Power
yoga, for example. And I really like my class
too, we are regularly spending time outside
of school and throwing parties together or
visiting one of the numerous bars or clubs
Oulu has to offer.
Erika is very interested in three different LABs
that Oulu UAS provides: Game LAB, DevLab
and EduLab. The LABs are unique training
and development programmes available for

the students of Oulu UAS. The cornerstones
of the learning model are a working life
orientation, creative problem solving,
conceptual design, teamwork, internationality,
entrepreneurial thinking and interdisciplinary
learning. Overall, interdisciplinary and
international student teams develop new
innovations for real challenges from different
industries.
– Game LAB looks like a lot of fun. I am a big
fan of games! And EduLAB and DevLAB have
so many possibilities - you can get involved in
Green Tech, Education or Healthcare-related
fields through them. You could also combine
any of these two paths together and create
something entirely unique. Like EduLAB and
GameLAB, for example, since gamification is
on the rise now.
In the future, Erika would like to work
someplace in Europe. Her dream is to work
remotely, so that she wouldn´t be bound to
one place and she would be able to travel
more around the world.
– I like that here by bicycle you can get
everywhere really quick! If you are more of
a bus fan, for a fixed price you can get a
monthly bus card which allows unlimited
travelling around and makes a great deal.
Also, everything is done very fast around here
– like paperwork and all these other things
you need to take care of when you move to
another country. All people are very friendly
and helpful! She warmly encourages young
people to study abroad.
– Go for it! Don’t be afraid that it would be
difficult or lonely. There are always people
around you who are willing to help and cheer
you up. So just believe in yourself and you’ll
be fine.
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Degree Programme in
Information Technology
Information technology is necessary in every area of human life. The need for ICT
professionals is growing continuously. As an ICT engineer you are able to design and realize
various software solutions and applications. You are also capable of working as an active
member of your working society and developing your own profession.

January 9 - January 24, 2018

Date of entrance exam in Finland

die

Duration o
f st

Application period

u

Bachelor of Engineering (BEng)
s: 4

years
180 ECTS

240

ECTS credits

6 April 2018

Beginning of studies
autumn 2018

Basic studies and
professional studies
(includes company
based product
development projects
for 30 ECTS)

15 ECTS

Free-choice studies

15 ECTS

Bachelor’s thesis

30 ECTS

Practical training




Language of instruction: English
Tuition fee: 8 000 € per academic year, scholarship available
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The degree programme in Information Technology
emphasises web development and studies consist of
software development, web and mobile application
technologies and IoT technologies.
Studies are organized mainly as daytime teaching
at our international campus and are meant for
both Finnish and international students who are
interested in making career in international working
environment in Finland or abroad. Studies are
conducted entirely in English and include lectures,
workshops, project and group assignments as well
as individual presentations. Studies have close
connections to working life and local companies
where students can put the theory they’ve learned
at lectures into practise. Also software development
skills and business knowledge are developed in
a real-world projects. All real-world projects and
practical training enable you to network with working
life already during the studies. With us you really
learn by doing.

as well as game development, design and tools.
Studies also include user experience and business
studies.

Making studies count
In the degree programme in Information Technology,
the real life projects are part of the studies and
there are several annual assignments for our
students given by the local companies. One of the
resent assignments was the product development
project to one of the local companies Near Real Ltd,
where the aim was to develop the videoconference
equipment commonly used in remote doctoral
service. Some projects might be related to user
interface design the others mobile applications
or software development or it can be something
entirely different – only sky is the limit.

Content of the programme – The toolkit for
your future career
To build a good basis for the engineering studies,
students will be studying mathematics and physics.
Students will also learn to document their work and
to manage different communicative and interactive
situations, and to apply international knowledge and
competences in their own field. Foreign students will
learn basics of Finnish language.
All students will be provided with good skills in web
programming, mobile applications and databases.
After graduating, students are able to design and
programme Internet services and applications for
mobile environments. The graduates will also have
essential web development skills related to current
Internet technologies and protocols, web graphics
and multimedia, web authoring and design and
web programming. It is possible to study advanced
programming and deepen one’s knowledge of
server programming, mobile application features,
development environments and mobile technologies

The life after graduation
The degree programme gives
you versatile career possibilities.
After graduating students will have
diverse knowledge and skills to
act in software designing, product
developing and as an expert in the
field of information industry. The job
title could be one of the following:

Web developer or programmer
Web designer
Web application developer
User interface designer
Project manager
Senior software engineer
You can also start your career by
setting up your own business.
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Master’s degree
in education
entrepreneurship
Amazing opportunity to study education entrepreneurship among the first in Europe. Oulu
University of Applied Sciences is proud to present Europe’s first Master’s degree program
specifically addressing education entrepreneurship – entrepreneurship in the field of education
at all levels of teaching and learning.
This one year, 60 credit, blending learning program
provides a hands-on approach to enable students
to create and expand innovations in education
such as education technology startups, new
school development or social impact initiatives.
The first semester involves a deep dive into global
Edtech through participation in a combination of
course content and practical development in the
university’s existing LAB environment to concept and
test innovations. The second semester integrates
thesis work with bringing students’ entrepreneurial
developments to market. Graduates of this program
will gain the tools to enter the global Edtech industry,
not just a potential entrepreneurs but as leaders in
education innovation.

The target applicants are professional educators and
trainers (corporate or formal schooling) that would
like to make more of a step toward being a founder
of their own education innovations, products and
startups and / or innovating in their existing schools
or companies. We are expecting to begin in August
2018 with a cohort of at least 20 international
participants.
The degree title is Master of Arts.

Master of Arts

Duration o
f st

u

Beginning of studies
autumn 2018



s:
die

One years

60

ECTS credits

Language of instruction: English

STUDIES AT OULU UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED SCIENCES :: 21

General admission criteria for the spring 2018
Eligibility for Bachelor’s degree
Programmes
Provisions on eligibility for universities of applied
sciences are contained in the Polytechnics Act
(932/2014)
You can apply to a Bachelor’s degree programme
if you have completed:
		
The Finnish general upper secondary school
syllabus and/or the matriculation examination
An International Baccalaureate (IB Diploma)
from IB Schools in Finland or abroad
A European Baccalaureate (EB Diploma) from
European Schools in Finland or abroad
A Reifeprüfung (RP) Diploma
A Finnish vocational upper secondary
qualification with a scope of 120 credit
units or 180 credit points, or a comparable
previous Finnish vocational qualification with
a minimum scope of 80 credit units
A Finnish post-secondary or higher vocational
level diploma
A Finnish vocational upper secondary
qualification or a further or specialist
vocational qualification as a competencebased qualification or a comparable previous
qualification
A Foreign qualification that provides eligibility
for higher education studies in the country in
question.
Please note that you cannot apply with higher
education degree.

Language skill requirements
Excellent skills in English are required for success
in degree programmes provided in English. You
do not have to submit any evidence of language
skills beforehand but language proficiency will
be assessed in the entrance examination. The
language test in the entrance examination is
mandatory to all applicants and it is evaluated
pass/fail.

Proving Eligibility
If you are applying with non-Finnish qualification,
you must prove your eligibility for higher
education studies by submitting a copy of the
final certificate you are using as the basis for
application by the deadline of documents. Copies
must be delivered to the Admission Services of
the university of applied sciences marked as
the first choice on your application form, which
will then decide on your eligibility for all UAS
programmes you have selected.
In addition, the copy of the official English,
Swedish of Finnish translation of the diploma
must be provided if the diploma is not written in
one of these languages.
If you are graduating from upper secondary
school in the spring of the application, and you
have non-Finnish qualification, the copy of your
final diploma together with the copy of the
official English translation of it will be checked
when accepting the study place or on 10 July at
the latest.
The student selection is not final until the original
diplomas are verified and confirmed.

The online application
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How to apply
1

Fill in the online application form at www.studyinfo.fi. The application form is available
during the application period 9–24 January 2018.

2

Deliver photocopies of your upper secondary school diploma and official English translation
of it to the Admission Services by the given deadline.

3

If you are graduating in the spring 2018 and have a qualification outside Finland, the copy
of your final diploma will be checked when you accept your study place or on the 10 July at
the latest.

4

Once the deadline of documents is over, Admission Services will check the eligibilities of all
applicants and invite the eligible applicants to take entrance examination.

5

Invitations to entrance examination are sent to all invited applicants by email. Oulu UAS will
also notify non-eligible applicants who have chosen Oulu UAS as their first option.

6

Entrance exams outside Finland take place in March and exams in Finland in the beginning
of April.

7

The results of student selection will be published in the beginning of July at the latest.

All our international Bachelor’s degree programmes are in Finnish joint application system.
This means that with one national online application form you can apply up to six different
degree programmes at universities of applied sciences or universities. The online application
form is available only during the application period.
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Oulu University of Applied Sciences (Oulu UAS) is one of the biggest universities
of applied sciences in Finland and offers professional higher education at
Bachelor’s level in the fields of Business and Technology.
Oulu UAS is located in Northern Finland, in the city of Oulu, which is one of the most
popular student cities in Finland. Two higher education institutions in the city ensure that
Oulu is an urban and vibrant student city with easy access to the exotic Nordic nature.
As a student of Oulu UAS you will have the possibility to study for your Bachelor’s degree
on one of our international campuses with great teachers, good facilities and well
equipped classrooms.

OULU UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED SCIENCES, ADMISSION SERVICES
PO BOX 405, FI-90101 OULU, FINLAND :: Visiting address: Kotkantie 1, 90250 Oulu
+358 10 192 001 :: admissions@oamk.fi
www.oamk.fi/en

Oulu University of Applied Sciences reserves the right to make changes.

