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First impressions 
 
When the time came for leaving from Finland I felt sad but at the same time very 
excited. I left from Finland with my fiancée Mirja. Trip to the Odense went well. 
Immediately we saw the similarities and differences in the culture and in the 
landscapes. It was already evening when we arrived to the apartment, which was 
going to be our apartment for the next half a year. When we met our landlord we 
saw, that the Danish are very friendly and they speak English well.  
 

 
 
So before the exchange period we had to arrange an apartment for us. We would 
have got rooms from the dormitory, but we were not satisfied with them. They were 
in different floors and basically that dormitory was not for us. That is why we decided 
to find an apartment ourselves. Luckily we found one, which was available before the 
semester began. Then we had to cancel our rooms in the dormitory, and here 
started the hard part. When we accepted those rooms from dormitory, we also 
committed that if we are going to cancel our rooms, we should do it three months 
before the leaving or otherwise we should pay the three months rent. But if they can 
find some other tenants to the rooms that we had, then we would not need to pay the 
three months’ rent. Luckily they found new tenants, but for the other room a bit too 
late. For that reason we had to pay one month rent in that dormitory room even 
though we were not living there. 
 
 
We traveled to Odense by a car. There were no problems with driving a car in 
Denmark, which is registered in Finland. At least for 6 months it is not a problem. 
When the first school day came, I was a bit worried how I am going to survive with 
my language skills. Well everything went fine. During the first day, they told us about 
practical things and habits in SDU. They told us how to get the residence permit and 
how to “survive” in Odense. For Scandinavian area countries the residence permit is 
not needed. But, if we were going to get a bank account, we needed to be citizens of 
Denmark. Then we had to go to national register and get the nationality from there. 



This was a very easy part. It took less than an hour. We did not have passports so 
we used only our driving licenses and papers from Finland which proved that we are 
Finnish. 
 
 

      
 
I got the Insurance from the school and we had our home insurance which also 
helped. For Mirja we had to get insurance, because University did not give any. 
Before leaving from Finland we ordered the European medical card just in case. But 
it was not needed because from national register we got the yellow cards which 
provided free healthcare for citizens of Denmark.



School, studies and environment 
 
ESN arranged different kind of activity for the students. We had International cafés, 
trips to other cities, parties and so on. That is why it was very easy to meet new 
friends and start discussion with other people without knowing them. Everybody was 
in the same situation so it was easy to find something to talk about. Odense city is 
nice and peaceful. It is called the city of bikers and that is why we biked a lot in and 
outside the city during semester. Fyn is so small an island that it doesn’t matter in 
which direction you go. After twenty kilometers you will always come to the coast. 
We made many longer trips to the sea and saw a lot of amazing landscapes. 
 

 
 
Basically Denmark is more expensive country than Finland. Especially the food is 
more expensive for example eating in the University costs around 5 euros. At least 
the gasoline is cheaper. Accommodation is also more expensive than in Finland. 
First we got rooms from dormitory, but the rent was so high and rooms so small that 
we decided to find another place. Rent for the small room with shared kitchen and 
bathroom was around 300 euros per month. Architecture differs a bit. Basically the 
houses are made of stones and concrete. There are not many wooden buildings; the 
newest private apartments might be wooden. 
 

 
 



Host institution is separated in two parts. The applied sciences are about 2 
kilometers from the main building and it’s also a smaller building. Students and 
teachers are friendly. In the beginning teachers told us that we try not to study too 
theoretically, but for me the studies were still too theoretic. We didn’t have any labs 
or practice except the project course that I had. Project was nice. We had a big 
group and large project work. 
 

 
 
For me it was a little disappointment that the school didn’t actually support the 
project group very well. We were not allowed to access to every laboratory room that 
we would have needed or we just didn’t get enough equipment from the school for 
our project. That is why we needed to find some stuff ourselves. The project included 
writing a long report of the project work, but we didn’t get any template how we 
should write it. 
 
So in the beginning we had lot of problems to get the first parts of the documentation 
look like our supervisor wanted. My opinion is that the studies were a bit too 
theoretic, at least compared to my studies in the Applied Sciences before. For 
example, in some classes were we learned coding, we just watched the code from 
the screen that was done by some writer and teacher was explaining the code. So I 
prefer more practical studies like in Oulu. 



New culture 
 
 
Living in Denmark doesn’t differ so much from living in Finland. Of course in the 
beginning everything is so different and you only see differences compared to your 
home country. Finally you forget what the differences are and you get used to living 
in the different culture. The Danish people are nice and they speak English well. 
They like to celebrate and when they celebrate they always have flags combined to 
parties somehow. On Fridays the students were even drinking in the school and the 
beers were sold by school. 
 
Mostly the shops were small; there wasn’t many “supermarkets” like in Finland. 
Paying is very hard with cards. Even though we had a Danish bank account it didn’t 
work in many places. Usually they accept only some certain cards or no cards at all. 
So be prepared to use cash. 
 
I didn’t have many expectations towards Denmark before the exchange. That is why 
I wasn’t so disappointed or amazed. I had an open mind for everything. Well actually 
I though that weather would be very rainy and windy, but actually in the spring it was 
warm and it didn’t rain so much. So I liked the weather in the spring time. I expected 
that the level of studies would be higher, but for me the level was even a bit lower 
than in my home University. But it is nice that you don’t need to study so hard while 
being in exchange. 
 

 
  
I had a lot of free time, but I had to use it for studies at home. I had around twelve 
hours of lessons per week. Still we had time to do several bike trips and travel 
around Europe and Denmark. On Eastern holiday we traveled in Germany, France 
and Switzerland by car. It was a very nice trip and we got some experience from 
other than Danish culture too.  
 
Most of the contacts with other students were with international students. I met some 
Danish students, but I didn’t actually get so many friends. Before exchange I was 
told that usually international students are among other international students and 
that happened to me too. 



What I learnt and tips for others 
 
I found out that I get along well with people from foreign countries and I can survive 
abroad as well as in my home country.  Exchange students were very open-minded, 
friendly and that is why it was easy to make friends with them. I didn’t know that I 
could get such good friends from other countries. I haven’t had much contact with 
foreign people before. I learned a lot about Danish culture. 
 
I learned much about other cultures too because of my new friends and trip to 
Europe. Some things that went out of my understanding in Denmark were; First of 
all, why the traffic lights are so badly adjusted that you always manage to get in the 
red lights. Why do the Danish always have so many flags everywhere when they are 
celebrating something? And there are many other smaller things that are not worth 
of writing. 
 
It’s good to be active when finding the place for the exchange. Fill in the forms and 
try to find an apartment if hosting school doesn’t help with that. It takes some time to 
do all the preparations for the school and for your own life before the exchange 
period, but I have to say that it is worth of that. You can learn so much new during 
the exchange, find new sides from your own personality, get new friends and learn 
foreign languages. The exchange time is really one of the best things that school can 
provide for students. 
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