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1. Some facts
2. The causes of problematic consumption

1. Drinking counts as a kind of patriotism here
2. Adults drink even more!
3. The parents are afraid of us
4. Young people want to be grown-up, grown-ups want to be young
5. It needs a whole village to bring up a child
6. The peer group
7. Italians smoke pot, Germans drink
8. Pressure to perform and excessive demand
9. LǘΨǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƘŀƴƎ ƻǳǘ
10. The cause of drug consumption is drug trafficking

3. Which measures of prevention help?
1. Education and information
2. tŀǊŜƴǘǎΨ ǿƻǊƪ
3. Kindergarden
4. School
5. Peer-group
6. Gender-specific projects
7. Self-commitment of the retail sector
8. Cooperation with discotheques , restaurants and pubs
9. Youth work outside of school
10. Clubs and associations
11. Driving training
12. Police work
13. Political and administrative interventions
14. Contextual work  (Multi-Level Governance)



Worldwide, 200 million people between 15 and 64 years of age consume 
illegal drugs within a year

110 million people use such substances regularly

25 million consumersare regarded as addicted

There are 2.1 million drug addicts in the European Union 

More than 8,000 people a year die as a consequence of this consumption

12 million Europeans regularly consume cannabis

3 million do this every day

The life time prevalence concerns  70 million adults, that is 20 percent of the 
15-64 year-olds

From 1990 to 2000 cannabis consumption increased strongly in Europe; 
afterthat, in countries with a high prevalance rate there is a declining trend ς
in particular in Belgium, Great Britain and Germany

Between 2005 and 2006 the number of registered cannabis offences increased 
by 36 percent



Between 2006 and 2007 the number of cocaine consumers in Europe rose 
from 3.5 million to 4.5 million

The life time prevalence for this drug is 12 million (= 4 percent of adults)

for amphetamines 11 million (3.5 percent)

for ecstacy 9.5 million (3 percent)

The cocaine residues on banknotes and in rivers point to an annual 
consumption of 20 tons of cocaine in Germany(rising tendency)



2 billion people worldwide consume alcoholic drinks (world population in total: 
6.6 billion)

For every one user of illegal drugs, there are 24 consumers of alcohol

In Europe, 87 million people drink

In Germany,10.4 million people consume alcohol to a hazardous degree

2.7 million have an unhealthily high intake

1.7 million count as addicted

74,000 people die an untimely death due to alcohol
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Source: Robert Koch Institut (Hrsg.), Alkoholkonsum und alkoholbezogene Störungen, Berlin 2008, S.9
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Negative consequences of consumption arise from abuse, dependency or
addiction:

Drug abuse meansthe harmful use of substancessuch as alcohol, chemicalor
psychoactivesubstances,the use of which causespermanentor temporary social,
professional,psychologicalor physicalproblems.

Dependencymeansa needfor repeatedconsumptionof a drugin order to feel good
or to avoid negativefeelings. A characteristicof drug dependency is seen in the
compulsionto consumesubstanceswhich one only becomesaware of when the
attempt ismadeto endor control consumption.

Addiction is the pathologicalpsychologicalor physicalfinal stageof dependency. The
addictedpersonhasthe uncontrollablewish to obtain the neededdrug and partly
alsoto increasethe dose. Theconsequencesof addictionmaybe of a physical(e.g.,
organic illnesses),psychological(e.g., loss of orientation) as well as a social (e.g.,
isolation,criminalisation)nature.

Abuse, dependencyand addiction may be substance-dependent (e.g. alcohol,
nicotine)or substance-independent(e.g., gamblingaddiction,anorexia)



Problems arise:

Åfor the persons concerned, e.g., in the diseases caused by the addiction 
Åfor the immediate social surroundings,ŜΦƎΦΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ αŎƻ-addiction" within the 
family 
Åfor the wider social environment, e.g. through criminal damage
Åfor the economy,e.g., when employers are confronted with costs through absenteeism
Åfor the welfare state, e.g., through burdens on insurers



Therearedifferent reasonswhy peopleturn to addictivesubstances. Theireffect
dependson the type of drug, the kind of useand the physicaldispositionof the
consumer.

According to the αǎǘŀǘŜ-of-the-ŀǊǘάΣsubstance-dependent or substance-
independent dependencies arise due to factors which take effect in a
dependencycareer. Both genetic predisposition and social conditioning may
playa role either independentof or by reinforcingeachother.

Theavailabilityof the substance(the drug market) is alsoa relevant factor. The
initial stageof dependencyis promoted by socialacceptanceof consumption
(e.g., in a peergroupor the family).Psycho-socialfactors,suchasunemployment
or abuse,increasethe degreeof the pronenessto becomedependent.

Addiction is a processof learning, beginning with a voluntary decision and
manifestingitself in anαŀŘŘƛŎǘƛƻƴƳŜƳƻǊȅά.



αLƴrecent years there have been some promising attempts to more precisely
demarcatethe geneticfoundationsof alcoholism. It is to be assumedthat alcoholism
has a strong genetic componentand is a polygeneticrather than a monogenetic
disease.

In spiteof somepositivefindings,it hasnot yet beenpossibleto firmly establishand
replicate any predispositioning genetic locations for alcoholism with absolute
certainty.. Themain focusat the moment is on genesthat are of significancefor the
effects of the neurotransmittersGABA,dopamine as well as for the glutamerge
neurotransmission.ά

Robert Koch Institute( ed.), Alkoholkonsum und alkoholbezogene Störungen, Berlin 2008, p.15



Apart from the somaticcauses,addictivebehaviouris alsoa symptomof the effects
of a socialprocessof change,which is not only too demandingfor adolescents,but
also for adults. Children and adolescentsprobably react to the eroded social
situation in their environmentmore sensitivelythan their parents,who try to keep
up the appearancesthat determine their self-image. The move into collective
drinking is basedon the behaviouralpatterns of a culture for which alcohol is the
αƴƻǊƳŀƭŘǊǳƎά.

Hardt and Negri: 

αhƴŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ΧΦά



The problematical effects



The direct costs caused through illegal drug use for the year 2000
amountedto 869million Eurofor Switzerlandalone.

For the FederalRepublicof Germanyalone,the annualcostshavebeen
estimatedat 3.5 billion Euros.

Germanyspent8.74million Eurosin 2007on preventionmeasures.

Durg-relatedcrimeproducescostsof 2.6 billion Euros.

The financial consequencesin the form of alcohol-related diseasesin
Germanyareestimated to amountto 20.6 billion Euros.

ForBerlinalone,it hasbeencalculatedthat the treatment of alcoholism,
alcohol-induced liver cirrhosis and lung cancer caused by smoking
amountedto 73.7 million Eurosin 2004.



Alcohol-related disturbances and diseases:

In 2005, 300,000 patients were treated in hospital for physical and behavioural 
problems caused by alcohol.

The case numbers for men, standardised for age, are three times as high as 
those for women.

In the medium age group of the 45-64-year-olds, there is the greatest increase 
of the case numbers between 2000 and 2005.



Traffic accidents:

Out of 336,619 traffic accidents with personal injuries in Germany,
6.5 percent happened under the influence of alcohol (6.3 percent in the old and 
7.7 percent in the new federal states). In traffic accidents involving fatal injuries in 
2005, alcohol played a part in 603 cases (= 11.2 percent). 

The number is regressive.

ффΣопс ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΨ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ were confiscated in 2004 due to drunken driving (= 90 
ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƴŦƛǎŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΨ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎύΦ

Drunkenness was at the bottom of approx. 55 percent of all convictions due to 
offenses in road traffic.



Alcohol poisoning in Germany in 2007 (admissions to hospital)

23,165 children and adolescents between 10 and 20
i.e., 63 admissions per day

1,942 girls between 10 and 15 years of age
1,800  boys between 10 and 15 years of age

Approx.  ¼ of the 10 ς20year-olds were completely intoxicated at least once a 
month

Binge drinking is not a question of social background

Northrhine-Westphalia 5,267 
Bavaria                          4,487 (2006 ca. 3,000)
Baden-Württemberg  3,462

In comparison with the year 2006, the number of alcohol poisonings in children 
increased by 20 percent. Since 2000, this means an increase by 143 percent.

The costs of treatment in 2007 for the age group of the 10-20-year-olds amounted to 
11.6 million Euros, in 2005 they were 9.7 million Euros (+19.6 Prozent)



Violence and criminality:

In the year 2006  the proportion of all offenses committed under the influence of alcohol in 
Germany  that were resolved was 10 percent (350,00 0 cases).

This proportion has increased steadily since the mid-1990s:

Alcohol influence at the time of the offense was proven in 40 percent of the cases of 
manslaughter, 25 percent of the cases of murder, 40 percent of the cases of murder with 
robbery. For dangerous and severe assault the proportion was 33 percent.
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Up to 50 percent of under-21-year-olds had consumed alcohol when committing 
an offense.



Why is the focus on the adolescents and not on the 
adults drinking or consuming illegal drugs?



ÅPermanent organic damage
ÅThe earlier the beginning is, the more probable a later addiction career becomes
ÅEndangerment of themselves and others through traffic accidents
ÅEndangerment of themselves through loss of behavioural control 
ÅPsychological consequences
ÅSocial consequences
ÅEconomic consequences
ÅDemografic change

ÅLƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ αǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴά
ÅSpecialised professsional groups and institutions
ÅSensationalist press 
ÅαtƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭά ǘƻǇƛŎ



α¢ƘŜ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΧ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
stupid. Abuse is on the one hand represented as not being so bad and in 
ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦά 
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tǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀǊƛǎŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ΧΦ



α5ǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘƛǎƳ ƘŜǊŜ ά



α¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŀƪŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ 
and drink two or three glasses of alcohol, its consumption is regarded as 
ōŜƛƴƎ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘΦά    

αLŦ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀǎƪŜŘΥ ΰ!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƭƭΨΚά 

αLǘΨǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ ƘŀōƛǘΦ LŦ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜ ƛƴ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΦά 



Douglas-Theoreme:

Perception and action are directed by institutions, not by individuals.

Reference   M.Douglas: Wie Institutionen denken



αLƴ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŘŀȅǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
explained what happens if you drinkΦά

α¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘΦ 5ǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 
Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ΧǿƛƴŜΦΦǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ 
until you have reached a certain age. It has to be passed on by the 
ŀŘǳƭǘǎΧ5ǊƛƴƪƛƴƎǊǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǳǘƛƻƴΦ 9ΦƎΦΣ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘǊǳƴƪ ŀǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΨǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ Ŧŀƭƭ ǾƛŎǘƛƳΦά



α!Řǳƭǘǎ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƳƻǊŜΗά



Percentageof alcoholconsumersabovethe threshold valuesof 20g/day for men and10g/day for
womenaccordingto agegroups

Source: Robert Koch Institut (Hrsg.), Alkoholkonsum und alkoholbezogene Störungen, Berlin 2008, S.12



α¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
want to get rid of the problem.ά 

α.ǳǘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŘǊƛƴƪ ǘƻƻΧaŀƴȅ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΧά



αhǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǳǎά



α¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴȅ ƭƛƳƛǘǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƛƳƛǘǎΦά 



αaƻƴŜȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƛŜǎΦ hŦǘŜƴ ōƻǘƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΣ 
and they often do this in order to be able to give the child what is expected by 
ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ŜΦƎΦΣ ōǊŀƴŘ ƴŀƳŜ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΣ ƴŜǿ ǎƪƛǎΧhŦǘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ŘŜōǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΦ ά



αhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦά αhŦǘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ α LŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǇǊƻǾƻŎŀǘƛǾŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΦά

α/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƴƻǿŀŘŀȅǎΦά 

α!ŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΧǘƘƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 
generations, not only with their parents, but also with their grandparents, but you 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƻǇƛŎΧƛŦ ƛǘ ŀǊƛǎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ 
ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƻǊƪǎǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭΦά



αΧ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƭŀŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƴŜΦ LŦΣ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ 
home in the afternoon, they get some money, because their parents want some peace 
ŀƴŘ ǉǳƛŜǘΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ōƻǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊΦά

α¢ƘŜ Ƨƻō ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦ ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ŘŜŜǇ ŘƻǿƴΥ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
not do this or that, but you do it all the same. More and more people do not find the 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƻ ōŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΣ ŜΦƎΦΣ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦά 

αhŦǘŜƴ ōƻǘƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
doΦά



α¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŀŎǘ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΧLƴ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƎǊŀŘŜΣ ǘǿƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘΣ ƛƴ ŦƛŦǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜΣ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘΦά α¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ŎƻǇŜ 
ǘƘŜƴΦά α¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŎƻǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŎƻǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦά

α¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ Ƙƛǘǎ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƎƻƻŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ 
When the parents are away, whole troops of youngsters meet up and celebrate 
ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ƻǊƎƛŜǎΦά



α²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ 
should we have intervened? When would have been the right time? It was too late 
afterwardsΦά



α¸ƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ-up, grown-ǳǇǎ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ȅƻǳƴƎά



αhǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǎΦ LŦ L ŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŘǊǳƴƪΣ ƴƻōƻŘȅ ŎŀǊŜǎΦά

αwŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘǿƻ мн-year-old girls smoking at the roadside in the city center, I 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΥ ΰ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻōƻŘȅ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΨΦΩά

αLŦ мр-year-ƻƭŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƻƴŜ ƻΨŎƭƻŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ 
then they go where there is something going on, where the older kids are, and the 
youngsters drink as if they were grown-up alreadyΦά



αThe younger the children are who are allowed out at night the more important 
drinnking becomes. For they associate drinking with being grown-up and being 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦά

α¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ.ά  

α¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ 
that these know what is good for their children. Therefore, thinking for themselves 
and their feeling of responsibility for their children grows less. ά



α²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ōŜŜƴ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ǘƻƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊόΧύ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
also a question of effort, ifthe child is not at home at 10pm, to get dressed again, get 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΣ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ όΧύ LŦ мн-year-old youngsters 
ŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŘǊǳƴƪΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊΨǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΨǎ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ŘǊǳƴƪ όΧύ ōǳǘ ƴƻōƻŘȅ ŀǎƪǎ ǿƘȅ мн-year-ƻƭŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ όΧύ Lǘ 
even leads to parents complaining that their children are not allowed to go to a party 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ όΧύ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘǘƻΥ Cƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƻΗά



αLǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΗά



α¢ƘŜȅ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜǎ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΣ ōŜƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƻƻǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘΦ ά 

αǘƘŜ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Χ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴΦά  

α Χ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŎƻƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊ ƛŦ ƘŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǊŜƳŀǊƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΨǎ 
behaviour. If I let it happen, I am responsible myself. But everybody just watches 
and does not do enough himself. ά

α¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǊƭǎ ƻǊ ōƻȅǎ ōǊƻƪŜ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƛƭŜǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
ƘŀŘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΨǘ Ǝƻ ƛƴΦά  

α¢ƻ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΨǘ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΧ.ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ community,but a 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦάά  



αhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƛǎ ƳƻōƛƭƛǘȅΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
school, family, church , parish, clubs still orientate themselves towards 
ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΧ9ǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΨǘ ǎŜŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΧ9ǾŜƴ 
ǿƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜΧǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀŘŘƛŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ 
on the move. At the same time, the traditional institutions believe that everybody 
ǎǘŀȅǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΦά 



α!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǎ Ŏƭǳō ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ hǾŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ 
ƳƻǊŜ Ŏƭǳōǎ ƻǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΧIŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎΧ{ǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
portrayed as an anti-ŘǊǳƎΣ ōǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇƛƴǘΦά 

α¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƳŜƴΨǎ Ŏƭǳōǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǘǘŜǊƭȅ ŘǊǳƴƪΦά 



Causes:

ÅSecularisation of all traditional institutions
ÅDifferentiation of divergent codes of space and time
ÅCommercialisation of all areas of life

Only the phenomena are seen, not the causes!



α¢ƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ ƘƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ 
other ties, especially in the group, in order to belongΦά 



α/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘǎ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƻƴƎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀƴŘ 
how much was consumed then depends strongly on the individual group. They join 
ƛƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜǊǎΦ ά  

α²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊǎ Řƻ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅ 
of the groupΦά

α¸ƻǳ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ƛƴ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΨǘ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜǊΦ ά 



Rituals that used to have a relief function because they institutionalised coes of 
time and place, which provided everyday life with sense and stability are no longer 
practiced. 

In their stead, adolescents set new rituals that are protected by states of intoxication 
on the basis of group- and age-specific codes of time and place which make it 
possible to:

Årelieve the strain of the overcomplex demands of the postmodern world
Åswitch off public, one-dimensionally rational, pragmatic and scientifically charged 
communication
Åfound solidary forms, which at the same time function as demarcations from the 
adult world



αItalianssmoke pot, Germans drinkΗά



αtǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ 
ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ά



αtǊŜǎǎǳǊŜto perform arisesfor pupils in particular becauseparentsexpect too
muchof their children. More is demandedof them than they areableto do, they
are not assessedcorrectly. On the other hand, there is a lack of attention from
their parents. They go to school with their family problems, fail there and
accordinglytheir schoolperformanceis not good. The parentsput pressureon
themΧand this leadsto a terrible vicouscircleof uncertaintyand uneasein the
children.ά

α¢ƘŜperformancedemandedin schoolis definitely not a causefor addiction. The
demandsare not so high as to be imposible to meet. On the contrary, in the
compulsorypart of schoolit is rather the casethat everypupil is pulled alongΧIf
yourealisethat youcanget alongwith lesswork, then youŘƻƴΨǘhaveto makean
effort. This leads to a kind of minimalism and this is also the attitude of the
parents. That is why the children try to exhaustthe bottom line. The teachers
accommodatethemselvesΧthere isno pressure.ά



αLǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƘŀƴƎ ƻǳǘΗά



αbƻ Ŧǳƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŘǊǳƴƪΧά  αLŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΣ ǘƘŀǘΨǎ 
great. I got sloshed, then they feel strong.ά



Youngstersdrink differently today and to a different purpose: plannedαƘŀƴƎƛƴƎƻǳǘά
andαŎƭƻǎƛƴƎǳǇάseeksfor relief from what is subjectivelyexperiencedasconstraints,
which seem so threatening becausethere are no alternative values which could
provideeverydayactionwith a senseandgivea life perspective.



The processof socialerosionhas reachedall classicalinstitutions:the church, the
community,the family. Under the demandof job flexibility and economicsuccess,
the dictate of fashionand the demandstransmitted by the media,material norms
of success,the deterritorialisation and virtualisation of life domains and the
accelerationof life, everydaylife isseenasa burden.

Classically,religion provided the function of representation the unspeakable,of
ireduciblecomplexity. Thisplaceisnow occupiedby material ideologyplusalcohol.



α¢ƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŘǊǳƎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŘǊǳƎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎΦά 


